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Run ye to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, and see now, and know, and 


seek in the broad places thereof, if ye can find a man, if there be any that executeth 
judgment, that seeketh the truth.—Jeremiah, v. 1. 
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WORTHY OF NOTICE. 


having obtained by subscription sufficient 
money to erect a meeting house, met for 
the purpose of taking into consideration 
the propriety of proceeding to its erection. 
At this meeting it was resolved, unanimous- 
ly, that under existing circumstances, it 
was inexpedient to appropriate the money 
subscribed to the erection of a meeting 
house. The following were the facts laid 
before the meeting, and reported by a 
committee appointed to embody and re- 
port the same. We hope the report will 
be attentively read and considered by ma- 
ny other religious societies. 


REPORT. 

Your committee having candidly 
considered the subject of erecting a 
house for public worship, has, in com- 
pliance with the instructions of our 
last meeting, collated the following 
facts which are now respectfully sub- 
mitted for the consideration of those 
concerned. 

From recent disclosures, made in a 
tone of defiance, and with that degree 
of assurance calculated to excite the 
inost fearful apprehensions, uttered too 
by men whose persons we have long 
been accustomed to respect, we have 
been driven to the conclusion, that a 
powerful and well-organized body of 
religionists has been industriously en- 
gaged in those measures which cannot 
tail to jeopardize the dearest rights and 
liberties of mankind. 

That order of professing Christians 
generally denominated Presbyterians, 
though not so numerous, are neverthe- 
less more powerful than any other sect 
mm America. The power and influence 
they possess has not been obtained by 

ir meutal or morat superiority over 
others, but has been acquired by their 
persevering efforts to obtain money 

various pretences, and by every 
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means within their reach to aggran- 
dize their own sect, and extend their 
own resources. ‘To such an astonish- 
ing extent have they succeeded in their 
measures, that, in the opinion of your 
committee, a large proportion of the 
circulating medium of this country is 
under their control and subject to their 
disposal. Their various institutions 
falsely called ‘*‘ Charitable Societies,”’ 
have been suffered to accumulate im- 
mense sums of money, which when 
obtained are left at the disposal of 
those who are responsible, not to the 
donors, but to the managers of such 
institutions. In several cases which 
have fallen under the notice of the 
public, money obtained for some spe- 
cific purpose has been appropriated to 
the attainment of other objects without 
the consent of the donors; and in many 
instances money has been solicited and 
obtained on pretences not founded in 
fact. 

While many of our citizens (parti- 
cularly the labouring clea 
groaning under the pressure of the 
times, and frequently suffering for the 
want of means to maintain and educate 
their families, immense sums are an- 
nually expended for the erection of 
splendid temples of worship, theologi- 
cal seminaries, buildings for the ac- 
commodation of sectarian institutions, 
and for the education and maintenance 
of an idle and oftentimes an useless 
priesthood. 

It is our solemn conviction that the 
general dissemination of useful know- 
ledge is the only means by which the 
liberties of our country can be perpe- 
tuated. And this fact, too generally 
admitted to require proof, leads us to 
the conclusion that neither aristocra- 
cies of wealti:. honour, learning, or re- 
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ligious power, can be compatible with 
the welfare of our country. It is there- 
fore a duty, in the opinion of your com- 
mittee, which devolves on every en- 
lightened member of society, to pursue 
that course which may be most likely 
to lead to the more general dissemina- 
tion of science, to a greater \mprove- 
ment of the arts of civilized life, and, 
as an indispensable pre-requisite, to 
the prostration of those plans which 
confine the benefits of education and 
the emoluments of religion to a few, to 
the serious inconvenience and lasting 
detriment of the many. 

From an estimate which has been 
submitted at a previous meeting of 
this society, it appears that an enor- 
mous tax has been imposed upon the 
people for the erection of meeting- 
houses and the support of ministers. 
On the supposition that there are in 
the state of New York 650 towns, and 
that each town, including our cities, 
contains three houses of public worship, 
there would be one thousand eight 
hundred and ninety meeting-houses. 


Estimating the cost of each house at 
only five thousand dollars, the whole 
expense would amount to nine millions 
four hundred and fifty thousand dollars! 
Suppose this sum to be deposited in 
the Fund for the support of common 
schools, and that the interest should be 


ex ed annually for the education of 
children of poor parents: Suppose a 
teacher would instruct fifty scholars 
and his wages to be twenty dollars per 
month, the expense of educating fifty 
children one year, would be two hun- 
dred and forty dollars. The interest 
of 9,450,000 dollars, being 661,500 
dollars, would pay the expense of edu- 
eating 137,812 children. AHowing 
one minister to each meeting-house, 
there would be one thousand eight 
hundred and ninety. Supposing the 
salary and perquisites of ‘each to be 
five hundred dollars; the maintenance 
of the whole would amount, annually, 
to nine hundred and forty-five thou- 
sand dollars. ‘This sum appropriated 
for the education of chUdren as above 


a 
proposed, would provide for the annya| 
instruction of one hundred ninety-<;, 
thousand eight hundred and seventy. 
five; which added to those which miei, 
be educated by the interest of the sy) 
appropriated for the erection of mee. 
ing-houses, and the whole number «; 
children which might be thus annual); 
‘instructed, is three hundred thirty-f,,, 
thousand six hundred and eighty-seye,, 
But when the heavy exactions whic}; 
are demanded for the support of Bible, 
Missionary, ‘Tract, Sunday School, and 
‘other societies of the kind, are taken 
into the account, we feel constrained 
to admit, that the annual expense of 
religion in this state, would educate 
every child in every department of sci- 
ence and useful knowledge, and thus 
qualify the rising generation for use- 
fulness, and constitute them so many 
pillars of our Republic. 
But while we feel alarmed at the 
present condition of the people, we 
would not forget our obligation to sus- 
tain pure and undefiled religion in our 
section of Emanuel’s heritage. Taking 
for our guide the examples of Christ 
and his apostles, we would, while op- 
posing the popular schemes of the day, 
both by example and precept, endea- 
vour to extend the Redeemer’s king- 
dom in the earth. Having had our 
understandings enlightened to sce the 
abuses of Christianity—having learned 
with deep apprehensiveness from re- 
cent disclosures, that our Presbyterian 
brethren are determined on adopting 
coercive measures to obtain tlieir ends 
|—that a Christian party in politics is 
about to be organized, if not done al- 
ready—that a vast amount of money 's 
already vested in stages, horses, and 
public houses, to the serious detriment 
of those servants of the community who 
have hoped, by a fair Géompetition, to 
obtain an honest livelihood—for the 
purpose of obtaining by such means 
that power which they have failed m 
obtaining by Legislative enactment— 
and that we are deprived of some 0! 
our inalienable rights by the power and 











intolerance of those sects who would 
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become the keepers of our conscien- 
ces—and moreover feeling a sense of 
our responsibility to God and 6ur coun- 
try, we hesitate not to take our stand, 
and oppose those measures which have 
already created a deplorable division 
in society. But while impressed with 
these convictions, and desiring heaven 
to sustain us In our endeavours to do 
good, we would be expressly under- 
stood as advocating the pure and holy 
principles of Christianity. Belie¥ing 
that religion can never prosper in’the 
hands of a mercenary priesthood—that 
Christianity has been made a cloak for 
deception and fraud—that the people 
have been oppressed—their rights ta- 
ken away—their liberties endangered 
by clerical men for the aggrandize- 
ment of a privileged order—and that, 
in too many instances, the professedly 
humble followers of Christ have been 
elevated above their supporters by the 
consent of the people, we do most so- 
lemuly protest against any measures 
calculated to perpetuate the evil. 

And while we cheerfully accord to 
all others the rights and privileges we 
would secure to ourselves, we would 
extend the hand of friendship to all, 
and vite all persons who can con- 
scientiously unite with us in the com- 
mon cause of Christian and civil liberty, 
to set their faces against the causes of 
alarm above enumerated. 

With humble reliance upon the Al- 
mighty, imploring him to aid us in the 
way of our duty, we submit the fore- 
going facts to the society, to our breth- 
ren generally, and to the world, as the 
reasons which have governed us in the 
decision not, at present, to erecta house 
lor public worship in this village. 

In announcing the determination of 
this society, at once respectable and 
numerous, we feel bound to state, that 
ne body of believers can be in a more 
prosperous condition, and few more 
able to erect a convenient edifice for 
public worship. ith us, as a society, 
there is nothing like disunion or a want 
of friendship. Our meetings are well 
attended, and, as we trust, our hearts 








are united in an ardent desire to glo- 
rify God and promote the happiness of 
our fellow men. All which is respect- 
fully submitted. 

After a free discussion, it was unani- 
mously 

Resolved, That the foregoing Report 
be adopted as the sense of this meeting, 


and that it be published in the Gospel 
Advocate. 


Resolved, That, inasmuch as all libe-' 


ral persons are alike concerned in the 
measures we have taken, to resist the 
combinations of certain sects, all such 
are cordially invited to lend us their aid 
and advice, in all matters pertaining to 
the public good; and that, without re- 
gard to names or parties, in religious 
matters, we will co-operate with all 
conscientious persens in their endea- 
vours to avert the growing evils enu- 
merated in the above report. 





For the Reformer. 


**And we beseech you, brethren, to 
know them who labour among you, and 
are over you in the Lord, and admonish 
you; and to esteem them highly in love 
for their work’s sake.”—1si Thessaloni- 
ans, v. 12. 


Mr. Editor,—I have observed that 
whenever objection is made to the ex- 
travagant salaries of ministers, or to 
the high sounding titles which they as- 
sume to themselves, or which are be- 
stowed upon them by others; or when- 
ever the hypocrisy or inconsistency of 
their lives and proceedings are disclo- 
sed, refereuce is made to the above 
passage of scripture, in order to con- 
vince us of our criminality in presu- 
ming to lay any thing to the charge of 
men engaged in so holy a calling. 

That the sanctity of the ministerial 
office has proved a subterfuge for men 
of the most abandoned and vicious 
lives to resort to, in order to screen 
themselves from censure and from the 
punishment which otherwise would 
have been inflicted on them, is a fact 
which needs not at present to be pro- 
ved. (Alas! it is too well established.) 
And indeed, no doubt such is the cha- 
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rity which governs some in the present 
day, that they would sooner screen 
crime and hypocrisy in a minister, than 
injure (as they seem to suppose) the 
cause of religion by exposing it. 

But I conceive a little attention to 
the meaning of the above passage will 
convince every candid reader that, in- 
stead of prohibiting an investigation 
into the characters of ministers, it en- 
forces it us as an important duty. 
The Apostle Paul, as a wise master- 
builder, well knew that esteem could 
only be predicated on knowledge.— 
Hence, before he requires of those to 
whom he writes “ to esteem,” he says, 
‘“* We beseech you, brethren, to know 
them,”’ &c. 

And if the Apostle has made it the 
duty of christians to know them who 
labour among them, he has at the same 
time established their right to investi- 
gate into their characters and “ their 
works,”’ for unless this were the case, 
they could never arrive at that know- 
ledge which he has made it their duty 
to arrive at; for how should we ever 
be able to distinguish between gold 
and brass, or any other metal, unless 
we had the right to compare and inves- 
tigate. But the Apostle also well knew 
that in proportion as counterfeit or 
false ministers abounded, there exist- 
ed the greater necessity for scrutiny. 
And knowing that the only safe crite- 
rion by which to judge of them was 
“their fruits,’ “ or works,” lest they 
should be beguiled with the fair words 
of hypocritical ministers who might as- 
sume the * tongues of angels,” he be- 


seeches them to look through all their} 


fine speaking and specious show of pi- 
ety and zeal, to “ their works,”’ and to 
esteem them for their “ work's sake,” 
and not office sake merely. 

This wise master-builder anxious al- 
so to guard this church against an er- 
ror into which they might be likely to 
run in manifesting their esteem to those 
who laboured among them and were 
worthy of esteem, adds,—* esteem 
them highly in love,” not in vain and 
qmpty titles, not in high salaries, nor 





worldly emoluments, but “in lore.” 
If this earnest and aflectionate ep. 
treaty of the Apostle were needful for 
the Thessalonians, how important js it 
that we in these days of abounding hy. 
pocrisy should also receive and obey 
it. W. 











[From the Boston Trumpet and Magazine.) 
LOOK AT THEM. 

Did our readers ever observe the 
artful means employed by young Ap. 
doverians, and others of similar stamp, 
when they first commence their preach. 
ing career? If they have not, it would 
really be worth their time and atten- 
tion to look at them as they proceed in 
the services of devotion! Yes, devyv- 
tion! when the multitude are devoted 
to the preacher, and are worshipping 
him, to the evident neglect of their 
Maker. The reverend Andoverians 
are taught by rule, how to make peo- 
ple adore them. ‘They spend several 
years at Andover, or Princeton, or 
elsewhere, to learn Low to look, and 
walk, and stand, and speak, and more 
their hands! A man who professes to 
understand all those difficult points, 
not only lectures the young men, but 
exhibits himself before them, in the at- 
titude and style in which they ought to 
appear and speak from the desk. And 
these theological students, as they are 
called, look at their professor, and 
learn how to imitate him. Hence, in 
most cases, they become unnatural, 
stiff, and artificial in their manner of 
speaking. They are trying to look and 
act and talk like somebody else. 

We heard one of the ‘regular di- 
vines’ the other evening, and were as- 
tonished at his appearance. He ap- 
peared as proud-and haughty as a0 
unchastened Nebuchadnezzer. He 
stood at the desk, his eyes glaring wit! 
unexpressive boldness, and read off a 
piece (which we say he never compo- 
sed) in a perfectly unnatural tone 
voice. Occasionally he would swing 
out his right hand and raising and 
lowering his voice, as his professor 
did before him, attempt to make it ve 
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ry impressive. But all to no effect.) head, when, to adopt the language of 
The preacher was as cold and unani-| history, “ confidence between man and 


mated as the statue of Washington. 





SALEM WITCHCRAFT. | 


The following article is from a series of 
numbers in the Buffalo Journal under the 
head of ‘‘ Popular Excitements.” 


The attention of my readers is now 
ealled to the machinations of the guar- 
dians of public order and national pros- 
perity, as exemplified in the well known: 
ease of the Salem Witchcraft. Uith- 
erto my examinations have been con- 
fined to other nations, the inhabitants 
of distant lands; but now we are to 
examine the deeds of our own nation— 
our forefathers; the transactions, as it 
were, of but yesterday. In this, as in 
other public delusions, the officious 
demagogue shrouded himself from jus- 
tice by pointedly avowing his regard 
for religion and the laws; and by ur- 
ging the necessity of protecting our 
civil institutions. The dates of the 
occurrences at Salem are so modern 
that no plea of the darkness of the age 
can apply in their extenuation, espe- 
cially when we reflect that this scene 
was in the immediate vicinity of Har- 
vard College, and that many of the 
most able and prominent men of that 
learned institution, were deeply con- 
cerned in the tragedy. 


The commencement of the delusion 
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is traced, in its history, to a physician, 
who declared he could not cure his pa- 
tient, because he * was under an evil 
hand.’ This avowal was seized upon 
by the “ guardians of the public good,’’ 
a class of men ever humanely active, 
who at once became clearly satisfied 
of the existence of a secret plot, be- 
tween the Devil, in person, on the one 
part, and certain of the people of Sa- 
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man in a great measure ceased. Every 
one was suspicious of his neighbour, 
and alarmed for himself. Business was 
interrupted, and many fled from their 
dwellings. Terror was in every coun- 
tenance, and distress in every heart. 
Every little precinct was the scene of 


some direful tale of witchery- Re 
of this nature were circulated in all 


directions, and were located in every 
neighbourhood. Several circumstan- 
ces, attending the first cases of reputed 
witchcraft, tended to mislead the peo- 
ple, and these operated on feeble minds 
so effectually as to produce a forced 
belief in the immediate agency of evil 
spirits. The alarm was sudden and 
terrible. Children not twelve years 
of age were allowed to give their tes- 
timony: Indians were brought to relate 
their own personal knowledge of invisi- 
ble beings; and women publicly told 
their frights.”” Such was the process 
by which, to adopt the inelegant but 
forcible language*of a writer of that 
day, “the government was so sullied 
by that hobgoblin monster, witchcraft, 
whereby this country was nightmared, 
and harassed, at such a rate as is not 
easily imagined.” 

During this diseased state of the 
public mind, in vain did the innocent 
victims appeal! to the rational dictates 
of common discretion, in defence of 
their characters, their property and 
their lives. Disordered misrule had 
penetrated the very halls of justice; 
and giddy delirium surmounted the ju- 
dicial bench. When the accused plead- 
ed the well known facts of his orderly 
life, to mitigate’ suspicion, he was de- 
rided for his weakness, or commanded 
to be silent; if he offered testimony in 


lem on the other, for the subversion of}] defence, it was rejected unheard; and 


both government and laws. By assidu- 
ous labour, and close observation, the 
“public guardians’ were enabled to 
give such a colouring and direction to 
the growing panié as in some degree 
‘9 comport with their designs respect- 
ing it. The phrensy soon reached that 














when he plead for a day’s respite of 
the sentence of execution, he was told 
that his existence endangered the state. 
Such was the summary process by 
which this popular excitement con- 
signed its innocent victims to the tomb. 
The delusion continued only from 
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March till October of the same year; or call back man to himself. yen 
and during this short period, nineteen || the instigators of the calamity stooq 
citizens were publicly executed, and || aghast, and witnessed, with disma 

eight others were condemned to die, || the raging of the storm which they had 
without a single person’s having been |j excited but could not allay. Reasoy. 








acquitted, upon trial. Fifty persons 
during the same period confessed them- 
selves witches, of whom not one was 
either convicted or tried; as the con- 


fession of the crime was received in 


fall atanoment for the offence. Beside 
these the prisons contained upwards 
of 150 suspected persons, and 200 
others stood publicly accused, who 
had not been arrested. The estates 
of the accused, even before convic- 
tion, were seized as forfeit for the pub- 
lic use ; ‘* yet,”’ observes the historian, 
**the public coffers were not enriched 





[From a late London paper.} 

Of all the cant of our most canting 
countrymen, none is so vain and false 
as the assertion that we are superior 
to the rest of the world in Virtue and 
religion. If our claims rested upon 
the puritanical rigour with which we 
observe the Sabbath, and all the exter. 
nal forms of devotion, the number and 
variety of our churches and chapels, 
our Bible, Tract, and Vice-suppressing 
societies, and our innumerable instruc- 
tions for the professed object of up- 








by these confiscations, as the avails of holding morality ; if our claims admit- 


such estates never reached the trea- 


ted of no surer criteria than these, it 


sury, but were rather parcelled about |} might be difficult to reject them. But 
among those who did assiduously la- what 1S the result of all this bustling 
bour in the quelling of these enormi- || austerity and noisy sanctity? for the 
ties.” So implacable were the feel- result is the only question of impor- 


ings engendered by this popular ex- 
citement, that the culprits’ bodies were 
not decently buried, after death; but 
a spirit of persecution was still carried 
on against them. At one of the exe- 
cutions, where six persons were hang- 
ed, their bodies were dragged by the 
ropes from the gallows to a hole be- 
tween two rocks, into which they were 
thrown, after being plundered of their 
clothes, and left with their feet, hands, 
and some of their faces still uncovered! 


It is not the deeds of a barbarous age | 


that | am now recording; nor yet of a 
savage people. These awful scenes 
were acted in a sister state of our pre- 
sent political compact; and not more 
that 136 years have elapsed since the 
close of the tragedy. There are many 
among us whose near relatives were 
present and took a part in what I de- 
scribe; nor am I certain that I am not 
of the number. It was an infatuation 
that seized upon every class alike: no 
one was exempt from the disease or 
its consequences, for 
** Delusion’s self was mad;” 

and there was none to stay the torrent, 


tance. Let us compare the number 
of people annually committed to pri- 

son for offences of every sort, the num- 
| ber actually tried, condemned, trans- 
| ported, and executed, with the similar 
delinquents in other European coun- 
tries, according to their respective 
} populations, and it will be found that 
the English are not only the most aban- 
doned and vicious people in Europe, 
but perhaps in the whole world. 





[So far as the following sentiments, from 
the Hopkinsian Magazine, constitute Hop- 
kinsianism, we are Hopkinsians. ] 

UNCONDITIONAL SUBMISSION. 

Was the submission of the real saints 
on condition, no more would be neces- 
sary to destroy their submission, than 
ll to remove the condition. Had the sub- 
mission of Job been predicated on con- 
dition, as Satan contended that it wi, 
Satan would have destroyed it. He 
removed every condition, on which le 
supposed it could be founded. When 
every blessing was rémoved, but health, 
life, and hope of salvation; he contend- 
ed, that the continuance of these, was 
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the reason why Job so patiently acqui- 
esced in what was done. “Skin for 
skin, yea all that a man hath will he 
give for his life.’ God delivered all 
these, his life excepted, into the hands 
of Satan: “ He is in thy hand; but save 
his life.’ The life of Job he made 
more dreadful than death. In his an- 
guish he said, ** Let the day perish 
wherein I was born, and the night in 
which it was said, there is a man child 
conceived.”’ His hope of final acept- 
ance with God, is next destroyed, so 
that he cried out, “ Where now is my 
hope?—as for my hope, who shall see 
it’—He hath destroyed me on every 
side, and I am gone—My hope hath 
he removed as a tree. He hath kin- 
dled his wrath upon me—Wherefore 
do I take my flesh in my teeth, and put 
my life in my hand?”’ Thus destroyed 
in his own view, for time and eternity, 
he cries out, before the doors of the 
second death close upon him: “ Let 
come on me what will—Though he 
slay me, yet will I trust in 4m.” 

‘The same unconditional submission 
David expressed, when fleeing from 
the usurpation of Absalom, his son. 
‘To Zadock, the priest, he said, ** Car- 
ry back the ark of God into the city: 
lf 1 shall find favour in the eyes of the 
Lord, he will bring me again, and show 
hoth it and its habitation. But if he 
thus~say, ‘I have no delight in thee:’ 
Behold, here am I; let him do to me 
as seemeth good to him.”’ 

When Samuel informed Eli, that 
God had determined to cut off his sons 
by death, and in their sins; and that 
the iniquity of his house should not be 
purged with sacrifice nor offering for- 
ever; he said, “ Jt is the Lord; let him 
do what seemeth him good.” 

Every reservation in submission, is 
a calling into question the sovereignty 
and goodness of God: and all, who 
thus submit, will fall away in the hour 
of adversity. But the submission of 
the friends of God is unconditional.— 
'o the sovereign disposal of God they 
cheerfully submit the life of their friends 
and their own lives, their temporal and 





their eternal all. Their submission is 
as unconditional as Ais goodness is un- 
bounded. 
[From the Baptist Magazine. | 
For in much wisdom is much grief; and 


he that increaseth knowledge, increaseth 
sorrow.—Lceles. i, 18, 


Was it the design of the sacred wri- 
ter to appear before us as the apolo- 
gist of ignorance ? Wisdom and know- 
ledge are excellent; and that the soul 
be without them is declared not to be 
good. It is for the lack of knowledge 
that people perish. 

When Saul of Tarsus was ignorant 
of his true character, he regarded him- 
self with unmingled complacency. As 
touching the law, he was blameless, 
and thought his expressions of malig- 
nant feeling towards Christ and his 
followers as doing God service. Light 
thrown upon his mind, first discovered 








to him his real circumstances, his spi- 
ritual destitution, and till we become 
extensively acquainted with our own 
hearts, we shall always cherish an 
overweening opinion of our own good- 
ness, our wisdom, and our high attain- 
ments. Ignorant man vainly imagines 
that the Divine Being is as well plea- 
sed with him as he is with himself.— 
And hence every true delineation of 
human nature 1s extremely offensive 
and disgusting to him. His self-con- 
fidence perishes as light shines around 
him, and he who was full, and thought 
he needed nothing, becomes in his own 
sight poor, and miserable, and blind, 
and naked. 


EXTRACT. 








We see a great deal in the world 
which looks fair, and promises in its 
possession a large portion of pleasure. 
[f we could attain to independence in 
our circumstances, we imagine that 
we should at once be carried to the 
summit of our wishes. Many have. 





passed from a state of comparative 
poverty to affluence. While all has 


been novel, a certain charm has in- 
vested every object, but in a little time 
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the spell has been broken, satiety and ) sible that our government can be ma. 


weariness have succeeded, and vanity of 
vanities has been found inscribed upon 
all that promised happiness. Disap- 
pointments and mortifications have at- 
tended honor, grandeur, and wealth; 
and those who have risen to the highest 
eminence in society, have often mani- 
fested the greatest impatience to be rid 
of life itself, as an intolerable burden. 
The mind is flly convinced, the more 
this world is known, that its proper nour- 
ishment, and the sources of substantial 
joy, if existent any where, are certain- 
ly not among the things which perish 
with the using. What is the anxiety, 
what is the grief to find that tens of 
thousands of pounds, a splendid reti- 
nue and a suinptuous establishment, are 
all only for a moment, and during that 
moment rather tantalize, than permit 
to drink the cup of permanent pleasure. 


GERMANY. 
Extract of a letter from an American gen- 
tleman in Europe, dated Leipsic, Saxony. 
‘© A few of the peculiarities of this 
country shall occupy the remainder of 


this sheet. Europe is a military coun- | 


try; every town, street and corner is 
crowded with soldiers. Saxony, which 
at best is but a very inconsiderable 
kingdom, (the one half having been 
ceded to Prussia by the Holy Alliance, 
because the king made common cause, 
or for a while took part with Napoleon) 
containing about 1,300,000 inhabitants, 
fabout as many as the city of London) 
wiaintains a standing army of 15,000 
men, Prussia 600,000, and Russia 
1,000,000! The armies cost an-im- 
mense sum of money. The people 


weight, while the morals of the rising 
generation are awfully corrupted. 

« All Europe has its eye, at present, 
fixed with most intense interest upon 
the United States; and the eagerness 
and enthusiasm with which they over- 
whelm me with questions concerning 
our laws and political affairs, is indes- 
eribable. ‘Thousands are in a state of 








suspense, wondering whether it be pos- 


naged without a king, and whether the 
christian religion can sustain jtsely 
without the intervention and support 
of government, or without a union of 
church and state. ‘Though I have no 
doubt that there are some in this coyp. 
try who would rejoice in the downfy|! 
of our republic, yet there are may; 
who wish us success, and would wee; 
over our misfortunes. Such is the ad. 
miration of the American character 
over all Europe, that the very name is 
a passport to the most friendly recep. 


tion—[ Newspaper. 


[From Priestcraft Exposed. } 

The American Bible Society is we)! 
known to be nothing more nor less, 
than an EXTENSIVE PREsEYTERIA\ 
PRINTING ESTARLISHMENT—the funds 
of which are under the control of their 
priests. The money given them is 
creating a large fund, and in the mean 
time, they are printing Bibles as rapidly 
as possible, and so manage as to SELL 
them for a price, at which, we should 
think, the establishment will not break 
down. For example: 

(<= The Society's report for last 
year represents them to have printed 
134,629 copies of Bibles and Testa- 
ments: of which they SOLD 127,357 
copies--and GAVE AWAY ‘to the 
poor the immense number of 7260 co- 
pies!!! But mark, reader, while giving 
to the poor so generously, they receiv- 
ed $64,764 13!! or eight dollars and 
ninety one cents per copy, for each Bi- 
ble and Testament GIVEN AWAY!!! 
Who would refuse to give away a Bi- 
ble worth 50 cents, and take in return 
$3 91? : 

It is a general opinion that this so- 
ciety print Bibles and Testaments to 
give away! No such thing; but like 
other printing establishments they 
make them to sett. In consequence 
of the immense donations made them. 
they are enabled to monopolize this 
branch of printing, to the detriment of 
those who have heretofore been eng@- 
ged in the business. Their crying si” 
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is, in begging money of the deluded 
and ignorant, under the pretext of 

rinting Bibles to gire away! Al- 
though they fancy themselves com- 
pletely protected in consequence of 
making a display of the Bible, yet no 
book on earth condemns these men 
more pointedly. A correspondent of 
the Christian Advocate and Journal, 
says that im Jefferson co. Kentucky, a 
Presbyterian priest was appointed to 
distribute Bibles, for which he receives 
the trifling sum of FIFTY DOLLARS 
PER MONTH!! It appears, that at 
the time it was agreed to give this 
Presbyterian priest $50 per month, 
« qualified persons of other denomina- 
tions,’ would have done the same, 
from charitable motives, * for a very 
small compensation.’”,---About $800 
had been subscribed in this place, by 
persons of different denominations, to 
supply the destitute; and this is the 
manner in which a part of their chari- 
ty was disposed of. 





[From Plain Truth.} 

A Rev. Stage Driver.—The Rev. 
A. D. Eddy, of Canandaigua, made a 
stage speech for stage effect before the 
* Assembly of Divines”’ lately congre- 
gated in Philadelphia. He was asked 
by a clergyman from the coast, how 
the Pioneer Line of stages prospered 
in his vicinity. He arose and address- 
ed the meeting on the subject. The 
followimg short extract was taken from 
the lips of one of his clerical brethren | 
present, who now lives in Monroe} 
county, [N. Y.] 

“The Pioneer Line of Stages must, 
will, and sua. succeed. I will sacri- 
fice every cent of my property to sup- 
port it. If necessary, I will take the 
bread* from my children’s mouths for 
tts support. It is on God’s side, and 
must prosper. * * * 


* * * Finally, brethren! ra- 











ther than see this pious undertaking 





* This meek and humble zealot did not 
offer to pawn his breast-pin, nor his gold 
watch with its supernumerary seals. 





crushed—rather than see the hopes of 
God’s people cloven down, J, I! will 
write * Reverend’ on the front of my 
hat—mount the Pioneer stage box— 
take the reins, and drive the coach 
MYSELF !! 


THE SABBATH. 
A writer in the Boston Recorder, on 
the subject of running mails on the 
Sabbath, makes the following remarks: 


‘In addition to the plans already 
formed for a great and national refor- 
mation, | would suggest the importance 
of one great effort to put an end to the 
travelling of the mail on the Lord’s day. 
Let the tables of congress be loaded 


with petitions signed by hundreds of 


thousands from all parts of the union, 
entreating the representatives of the 
people to interpose their authority. I 
cannot but think, if petitions were sent 
in from every society, and town, and 
city in the Union, that we should be 
heard—and that our rulers would ar- 
rest the evils of which we complain. 
I hope this may be done, and done 
speedily. For one | have but little 
hope of any great. or general reforma- 
tion, unless our government will make 
it manifest by their own acts, and the 
acts of their agents, that they have 
some respect for the Lord’s day.” 


Another writer in the same paper, 
in reference to the Sabbath, proposes 
the following inquiries: 


“1, What number of persons are 
constantly detained from church to at- 
tend in druggists’ stores in this city 
only ? 

«© 2, What proportion of monies re+ 
ceived in these stores on the Sabbath 
is for indispensable articles ?”’ 


[If true religion was increasing in 
this country as fast as Pharisaism, it 
would be a most happy circumstance 
for the community in general. But, 
as ever has been the case, as Phari- 
saism advances true religion disap- 
pears. ] 





— 
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For the Reformer. 
Management of Sectarian Orators. 


A reverend divine lately read from 
his notes in the pulpit (borrowed from 
Whitfield) a conversation with the an- 
gel Gabriel, in which he says—“ Stop 
Gabriel! here is one repentant sinner.” 
The scene is often changed, end pre- 
sently the threatenings of heaven and 
the horrors of hell are introduced, and 
the sinner is doomed, “ soul and body 
to dwell with devils and damned spi- 
rits to all eternity.”” The business is 
finished by describing the tormeuts 
which sinners are to endure, on which 
the angels and themselves (1. e. minis- 


ters) will look with pleasure. H. I. 


[From a Massachusetts Paper) 

The fundamental error of our ances- 
tors, an error which began with the 
very settlement of the colony, was a 
doctrine which has since been happily 
exploded, | mean the necessity of a 
union between church and state. To 
this they clung as the ark of their safe- 
ty. They thought it the only sure way 
of founding a christian commonwealth. 
They maintained that “ church govern- 
ment and civil government may stand 
together, it being the duty of the ma- 
gistrate to take care of matters of re- 
ligion, and te mmprove his civil autho- 
rity for observing the duties command- 
ed by it.” They not only tolerated 
the civil power in the suppression of 
heresy, but they demanded and enjoin- 
ed it. They preached it in the pulpit | 
and the synod. It was in their closet 
prayers, and in their public legislation. 
The arm of the civil government was 
constantly employed in support of the 
denunciations of the church; and with- 
out its forms, the Inquisition existed in 
substance, with a full share of its ter- 





rors and its violence. There was, in- 
deed, far more caution in shedding hu- 
man blood, but there was scarcely less 
indulgence in human error.—[Judge 
Story’s Address. 


It is stated that there are now 21 Theo- 
logical Seminaries in the United States. 








Present and Future Events. 
Under this head a few remarks Were 
made in our last number. It was thep 
stated that the reaping of the harvest of 
the earth, spoken of in the Revelation 
commenced with the wars of the French 
revolution, and continued upwards of 29 
years; and that the gathering of the clus. 
ters of the vine of the earth, (corrupt reli. 
gious sects] and treading them in the wine. 
press of the wrath of God, succeeds the 
harvest, and is yet future. This last event 
will present a scene of devastation and 
bloodshed greater than was ever before 
witnessed since men were upon the earth: 
nor will this country be exempt from the 
sufferings and calamities of this period, 
for we have partaken of the sins and 
wickedness of European nations, and we 
must share in the plagues and punishments 
meted out to them. 

The four first Vials belonged to the har. 
vest, and were poured out in the diffusion 
of infidel sentiments in Europe, and in the 
wars which followed the French revolution, 
terminating with the political sun or French 
empire under Buonaparte, scorching men 
with a grievous and tyrannical military as- 
cendency. The three last Vials embrace 
the period of gathering the clusters of the 
vine of the earth, and treading them in the 
wine-press of the wrath of God; when blood 
comes out of the wine-press even unto the 
horse-bridles, by the space of a thousand 
and six hundred furlongs. The wine-press 
being trodden without the city, would seem 
to imply, that the great slaughter here al- 
luded to will take place without the pale 
of the present visible church, or in a coun- 
try not professedly christian. 

The fifth Vial is poured out upon fhe 
seat or throne of the beast, and his kingdom 
is filled with darkness. ‘* Darkness inscrip- 
ture,” says Kinne, ‘‘is the emblem of per- 
plexity and trouble; and a kingdom full 
of darkness is a kingdom full of embarrass- 
ment.” Another remarks: ‘ This vial does 
not destroy but distress him; it fills his 
kingdom with the darkness of misery and 
trouble, of calamity and confusion, by the 
loss of that lustre, respect, and renown, 
which the throne of the beast had before.” 
If this vial has been poured out, its effects 
are witnessed in the dissentions, disagre¢- 
ments and turmoils, which are at present 
taking place among all the various sects 
which constitute the number of the beast. 
And it would seem, indeed, as if sectama 
love, friendship and concert of action, for 
which ail the sects in past years were 5° 
much distinguished, have all of a sudde" 
been rent asunder, and in many instances 
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+ heir hands are turned one against another. 
1¢ in any of the sects no open dissentions 
have yet taken place, their love and friend- 
ship rest on a very slender foundation, and 
the most trivial circumstance would seem 
«yfficient to dissolve every tie and every 
»ond by which they are held together.— 
vhis is a presage of the entire downfall 
and dissolution of all sectarian compacts 
at no distant period. It is no matter how 
emall a sect may be, division and disunity 
are beginning to pervade them all; and if 


this is What we are to understand by the} 


kingdom of the beast being filled with 
darkness, these divisions, contests and dis- 
unity of sentiments and feelings will be 
greatly increased, and will more effectu- 
ally rend asunder all sectarian bonds and 
attachments, without perhaps, at first pro- 
ducing any very beneficial effects upon 
themselves, or upon the world at large. 
For when those sectarian bonds, feelings, 
and attachments, which have so long per- 
vaded society, are destroyed, those of a 
more pure and heavenly nature must be 
substituted in their place before any one 
can be right. And it will be extremely 
difficult at this period, to become possess- 
ed of such feelings and principles, because 
there will be very little in existence to 
enkindle and strengthen them in us, but 
every thing in the manners and practices 
of men will have a direct tendency to era- 
dicate and destroy them. For, before sec- 
tarism comes to an end, it will ruin and 
destroy almost every thing right in the 
world, so that it may fitly be asked, ‘* By 
whom shall Jacob arise? for he is small.” 
Indeed, we are informed that the two wif- 
nesses, who, for a period of 1260 years of 
great degeneracy, faithfully proclaimed 
against sin, are even for a short time slain 
by the beast that ascendeth out of the bot- 
tomless pit; so that there is no real faith- 
ful testimony in any sect or out of a sect. 
We have cause to be thankful, however, 
that this lamentable state of things does 
not continue long, and that during its con- 
tinuance while some rejoice over them, 
and make merry, and send gifts one to 
another, because they are no longer tor- 
mented by a faithful testimony, there are 
others who will not suffer their dead bo- 
dies to be put in graves, or in other words, 
will not suffer their faithful testimony to 
sink into oblivion, or cease from their re- 
membrance. And after three years anda 
half, the spirit of life from God enters into 
them, they stand on their feet to the dis- 
tay of their enemies, and soon afterwards 





ascend up to heaven in a cloud, or appear 
‘n vast numbers and present a conspicuous! 
4ppearance on the carth. Thisis followed’ 
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by a great shaking and overturning, and 
men are brought to acknowledge the pow- 
er and hand of the Almighty. 7 
We shall speak of the sixth Vial in our oe | 


next. 





The following lines exhibit such a child- 
like and true affection,thatwe have thought 
proper to transfer them into our columns 
for preservation. We could wish the same 
tender and affectionate sympathy existed 
in all children one towards another, par- 
ticularly between brothers and sisters,— 
and parents should do all in their power 
to promote such a feeling, and endeavour 
to check, in its first dawn, every thing of 
a contrary nature. 


THE LITTLE GRAVES. 


*T was autumn, and the leaves were dry, 
And rustled on the ground, 

And chilly winds went whistling by 
With low and passive sound. 


As through the grave yard’s lone retreat, 
By meditation led, 

{ walked with slow and cautious feet, 
Above the sleeping dead. 


Three little graves, ranged side by side, 
My close attention drew ; 

O’er two the tall grass bending sigh’d, 
And one seem’d fresh and new. 


As lingering there I mused awhile 
On death’s long dreamless sleep, 

And morning life’s deceitful smile, 
A mourner came to weep. 


Her form was bow’d, but not with years, 
Her words were faint and few, 

And on those little graves, her tears 
Distill’d like morning dew. 


A prattling boy, some four years old, 
Her trembling hand embraced, 

And from my heart the tale he told, 
Will never be effaced. 


‘Mamma, now you must love me more, 
For little sister’s dead ; 

And t’other sister died before, 
And brother too, you said: 


*¢ Mamma, what made sweet sister die’ 
She loved me when we play’d ; 

You told me, if 1 would not cry, 
You’d show me where she’s laid.” 


‘Tis here, my child, that sister lies, 
Deep buried in the nd; 

No light comes to her little eyes, , 
And she can hear no sound.” 


“Mamma, why can’t we take her up, 
And put her in my bed ; 
I'll feed her from my little cup, 
‘And then she won’t be dead. 
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** For sister’ll be afraid to lie 

in this dark grave to night, 
And she’ll be very cold, and cry, 


Because there 1s no light.” 


**No, sister is not cold, my child, 
For God, who saw her die, 

As he look’d down from heav’n and smil’d, 
Call’d her above the sky. 


** And then her spirit quickly fled 
To God by whom ’twas given; 
Her body in the ground is dead, 


But sister lives in heaven.” 


“ Mamma, won’t she be hungry there, 
And want some bread to cat? 

And who will give her clothes to wear? 
And keep them clean and neat? 


** Papa must go and carry some— 
Vil send her all I’ve got— 

And he must bring sweet sister home, 
Mamma, now must he not?” 


‘No, my dear child, that cannot be, 
But if you’re good and true, 

You'll one day go to her, but she 
Can never come to you. 


** Vet little children come to me, 
Once the good Saviour said, 
And in his arms she’ll always be, 

And God will give her bread.” 





Persian Apalogue.—A tortoise and a 
scorpion travelled the same road for a 
considerable distance, in good fellowship. 
The latter, on the ground of this friend- 
ship, asked the former to carry him over 
a deep stream. The tortoise complied; 
but what was his surprise to find his com- 
panion endeavotirring with all his might to 
sting him! When he had placed him safe 
on the opposite shore, he turned to him 
and said, ** Are not you the most wicked 
and ungrateful of reptiles? But for me 
you must either have given up your jour- 
nev or have been drowned in that stream, 
and what is my reward? If it had not been 
for the armour which God has given me, 
¥ should have been stung to death.”— 
**Blame me not,” said the scorpion, ina 
supplicatory tone, “it is not my fault; it is 
that of my nature: it is a constitutional ha- 
bit | have of stinging!” 

Support of Religion in France. 

From the discussion in the Chamber of 
Deputies, it appears that for the year 1828, 
the sum of eight millions of dollars is grant- 
ed by the government to the priesthood 
of France. This enormous sum is inde- 


pendent of all monies for building and ~ [ess Street, Phi 
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pendent of the sum of nearly two millions 
of dollars, which was left in legacies, be. 
quests, &c. during the year 1827, and 
which was stated, would be stil} More 
considerable during the present year. 
M. Dupin protested vehemently against 
the legacy system, and predicted that un. 
less immediate steps were taken, the time 
was not far distant, when all France would 
be held by the clergy. 





_The receipts of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society the last year, were $360,000. 





It is stated that about 500,000 dollars 
have been given in England, during the 
last fifteen years, to defray the expense of 
converting the Jews. The expenditure 
has been attended with very little success, 

Sickness prevented many of our last 
numbers which go by mail from being 
forwarded as early as usual by six or seven 
days. We regret the circumstance and 
the disappointment it may have occasion- 
ed to some of our subscribers. 

We hope those whom it may concern 
will re-peruse the notice to Subscribers” 
in our last number, and do unto us as they 
would others should do to them in similar 
circumstances. We would wish to hear 
particularly from all who are in arrears for 
several years back, if it should not even be 
convenient at present to make any ot only 
a small remittance—for in many of these 
cases, after a time, we learn that the per- 
sons are removed, deceased, or that some 
other changes have taken place, so that 
we suffer a loss while the persons perhaps 
to whom the numbers are sent derive no 
benefit themselves. Those we do not hear 
from soon, therefore, we shall conclude 
are cases of the above kind, and must stop 
sending the numbers, as losses from this 
source are increasing to an extent too 
great to be sustained. If we know that a 
person is living, wishes to take the num- 
hers, and honestly intends to pay, we fee! 
disposed to extend all the indulgence pos- 
sible to suit his convenience, although 
where several years are standing back un- 

aid, let the intention be ever so honest, 
osses will frequently occur. 

*.* © Amicus” has been received and 
shall have a place in our next. 
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The Reformer is printed on the first of each 
month, at one dollar a year. Letters to be ad- 
dressed and payment made, to T. R. GATES, 

or and principal Editor, No. 290,North 
Iphia. Numbers can be 


pairs of Churches, &c. and is also inde- "supplied from the commencement of the work. 
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